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the Marathas right, otherwise they would have pretended
that they deposed the Emperor by the force of their arms and
set up another on the throne of Delhi".1

Kamraj has described the incident in the following words:

Only an hour or an hour-and-a-half after daybreak (28th
February 1719) a great disturbance arose in the city.
"Muhammad Amin Khan Chin Bahadur and Zakariya
Khan, at the instance of Husain 'All Khan, were on
their way at the head of their Mughals to attend the
Sayyids5 darbar. As the crowd of the Marathas in .the
streets and lanes near the fort impeded their progress, the
Mughals began to push them forcibly on one side and open
a route for the two Nawabs and their "retinue. Having in
the Deccan felt for many years the weight of their right
arm, the Marathas as soon as they saw the Mughals' faces,
fled like a flock of sheep before a pack of wolves. So over-
come with fear were they that with no man pursuing, they
allowed the Bazar idlers to relieve them of their horses and
spears. Things came to such a pass that the women atten-
dants, belonging to the public Sarai in Mughalpura, seized
each the bridle reins of some five of these Rawat horse-
men, and by hitting them with sticks or throwing bricks
at them, unhorsed them in spite of their lances, stripped
them and killed them. In their panic these men lifted neither
hand nor foot to defend themselves, but crept like mice
into any door-way or passage that they could find. It was
enough for a shop-keeper to stand up, and with a sign or
a frown to demand the surrender of their arms.2

The disorderly flight of the Maratha troops, on whom the
Amiru'l-Umara was relying so much, created panic in his
army. The Maratha generals were also dispirited because
nearly fifteen hundred of their followers were slain, including
Santaji Bhonsla and Balajipant Bhanu. If the Emperor had
previously designed a concerted action, this was the time for
him to strike. But he had already alienated the sympathies of
the nobles by his foolish and capricious actions. None came
out to espouse his cause. The general public disliked the idea

1 Ibid., p. 811.           * Irvine, vol. I, p. 383.